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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 90-Day Finding on a
Petition to List the Swift Fox as
Endangered
AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service.
Intr.
ACTION: Notice of 90-daypetition
finding

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish andWildlife
Service(Service)announcesa 90-day
finding for a petition to addtheswift
fox ( T

.’ulpesye/ox) to theList of
ThreatenedandEndangeredWildlife
ajid Plants.While thepetitiondid not
presentsubstantialinformation
indicating that therequestedactionmay
be warrantedthroughoutthespecies
range,theServicehasfound that
substantialinformation existsto support
a decisionthat listing of theswift fox
may be warrantedthroughoutits entire
range.TheServiceis continuingastatus
reviewof thespeciesandrequestsany
additional information regardingthis
finding.
DATES: Thefinding announcedin this
noticewasmadeon May 23, 1994.
Commentsandmaterialsrelatedto this
petition finding maybesubmittedto the
Field Supervisor(seeADDRESSES below)
until furthernotice.
ADDRESSES: Information, comments,or
questionsconcerningtheswift fox
petitionmay be submittedto theField
Supervisor,EcologicalServices,U.S.
Fish andWildlife Service,420South
Garfield Avenue.Suite400, Pierre,
South Dakota57501—5408.The petition,
finding, andcommentsareavailablefor
public :;spection,by appointment.
during nu.-:nalbusinesshoursat the
aboveaddress.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

EiizabethMcPhillips,Acting
Supervisor,at theaboveaddress.
telephone(605) 224—8693.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Section41b)(3)(A) of theEndangered
SpeciesAct (Act) of 1973, asamended
in 1982(16 U.S.C. 1531 etseq.),requires
that theU.S. Fish andWildlife Service
(Service)makea finding on whethera
petition to list, delist, or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformation to indicatethat
thepetitionedactionmaybe warranted.
To themaximumextentpractical,this
finding is to be madewithin 90 daysof

thereceiptof thepetition,and the
finding is to be publishedpromptly in
theFederal Register. If thefinding is.
positive, theServicealsois requiredto
promptly commencea statusreview of
thespecies.

A petitiondatedFebruary22, 1992
from Mr. JonC. Sharpswasreceivedby
theServiceon March 3, 1992. The
petitionrequestedtheServiceto list the
swift fox ( Vulpesvelox)asan
endangeredspeciesin thenorthern
portion of its range,if not theentire
range.A statusreviewfor thespecies
wasfirst initiated for theswift fox by a
noticeof reviewpublishedon December
30, 1982 (47 FR 58454).

Thepetitionandits referenced
documentationstatesthattheswift fox
onceoccurredin abundantnumbers
throughoutthespecieshistorical range.
thespecieswasknown from the
CanadianPrairieProvincesouth
throughMontana,easternWyoming,
andNorthandSouth Dakotato the
TexasPanhandle.Thepetitionerasserts
that theswift fox hasdeclinedandis
consideredrarein thenorthernportion
of its range.Thepetitioner indicatesthat
theswift fox is extremelyvulnerableto
humanactivitiessuchastrapping.
hunting,automobiles,agricultural
conversionof habitat,andprey
reductionfrom rodentcontrol programs.
Thepetitioner requeststhat, ata
minimum, theswift fox be listed asan
endangeredspeciesin Montana,North
Dakota,South Dakota,andNebraska.
Justification for suchactionas cited by
thepetitionerincludesthepresent
statusof thespeciesandits habitatin
thepetitionedarea,geographicand
climatic positioningof thespecies,the
stronglink to theprairiedogecosystem,
thelargedistancefrom thekit-swift fox
hybrid zone,andthepotentialfor these
populationsto containthesubspecies,
Vulpesveloxhebesor northernswift
fox.

TheServicehasreviewedinformation
regardingthestatusof theswift fox
throughoutits range.Historically, the
swift fox wasconsideredabundant
throughouttheGreatPlains andthe
prairieprovincesof Canada(Hall and
Keiron 1959;Egoscue1979; Zumbaugh
andChoates1985; U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service1990; FaunaWest
1991). Beginningin the late 1800’sto
early 1900’s,theswift fox declinedin
numbers,andsoon thenorthern
populationcollapsedandthesouthern
populationbecamequite rare(Cary
1911; Warren1942;Egoscue1979; Bee
et al. 1981; FaunWest1991).

In themid-1950’stheswift fox staged
a limited comebackin portionsof its
historicalrange(Long1965; Kilgore
1969; McDaniel 1976;Sharps1977;

I-lines 1980; FaunaWest1991). Ho~~e~er.
this reappearancewaslimited in nature
and in recentyearsmanyof these
populationshaveagaindeclined.
Severalfactorsareprovidedasreasons
for thedeclineof thespeciesthroughout
muchof its historicalrange.These
factorsinclude: (1) Loss ofnati~eprairie
habitatthroughconversionfor
agriculturalproductionandmineral
extraction,(2) fragmentationof the
remaininghabitat,creatinga less
suitablecropland-grasslandhabitat
mosaic,(3) degradationof habitatdueto
colonialrodentcontrolactivities.(4)
predationandinterspecificcompetition
and(5) thespecies’vulnerabilityto
humanactivities,such~s predator
control, trapping,shooting,and
collisionswith automobiles(Hilirnan
andSharps1978; Hines1980;
Armbruster1983; UreskandSharps
1986;Joneset al. 1987;Sharps1969;
U.S. FishandWildlife Service1990;
FaunaWest1991;Carbynet al. 1992).

Currently,swift fox exist in highly
disjunct populationsin a greatly
reducedportion of thespecies’
historical range(Hines1980:Joneset a].,
1987;U.S. Fish andWildlife Service
1990;FaunaWest1991).Presently,
NorthDakota,Montana,andOklahOma
do not containknownpopulationsof
swift fox. SouthDakotaandNebraska
only containoneto five remnant
populationsin a fractionof theSlates’
historical range.Kansas,Texas,and
Wyoming maintainlocalized
populationswith limited distributions.
ColoradoandNew Mexico appearto
contain localizedpopulations
distributedthroughoutreducedportions
of theStates’historicalrange.

In 1970, theServicelistedthe
nor{hern subspecies(Vulpesvelox
hebes)as endangered(35 FR 8485). This
designationwasremovedin theUnited
Statesdueto controversyover
taxonomy;however,thedesignationfor
Canadaasendangeredremainsin place
(45 FR 49844).

Canadaclassifiedtheswift fox as
extirpatedin 1978 (Carbynet al. 1992).
Since1983,theCanadianWildlife
Servicehasbeeninvolved in a
reintroductionexperimentin thehope
of recoveringtheswift fox. This 12-year
programhasresultedin anestimated
wild fox populationof 150 foxeswithin
two releaseareas(Carbynet al. ‘1992).
However, theviability of this
populationis in questiondueto the low
numbersof establishedanimals,high
predationrates,continuedhabitat loss
ormodificationwithin thereleaseareas.
andtheunpredictabilityof climatic or
other stochasticeventssuchasdisease
(Carbynet al. 1992).
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TheServicenotesthatthemajority of
~nt’ormation reviewedsupportedmany,
JI the petitioner’s contentions
cnncerningthedeclineof andthreatsto
‘be swift fox within the northern
°arttonof its historicalrange.This
.“.fnrmationalso indicatedthat manyof
~i~apetitioner’s contentionsappearvalid
throughout the remainder of the species’
range.

The petitioner provided substantial
tatormation that listing of the swift fox
may be warranted in the northern
portion of its rangebut did not provide
,ubstantjal infonnationon the species’
~,tatusui thesouthern pdrtion of its
range. TheServicefoundthat additional
information existedto indicete that
l:sttng of the swift foxthroughoutits
rangemay be warranted.

Therefore,after reviewing the
petition,accompanyingdocumentation,
referencescited, andthebestscientific
andcommercialdata available,the
Servicefinds that the requestedaction
may be warrantedthroughoutthe swift
foir’s historicalrange.Throughissuance
of thisnoticeof the90-dayfinding, the
Serviceis continuinga statusreviewof
the swift fox and solicits additional
informationon the species.The Service
will preparea12-monthfinding to
determineif thepetitionedactionis
warrantedasrequiredby section
4(b)(3)(B)of theEndangeredSpecies
Act.
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A completelist of all referencescited
herein,aswell as others, it available
upon requestfrom the Service’s.Pierre
Field Office (seeADDRESSES above).

Author

This noticewas preparedby Daniel
Edund (seeADDRESSES above).

Authority

Theauthorityfor thisaction is the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973.as
amended(16U.S.C. 1531—1544).

List of Subjectsin 5OCFRPart 17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies.
Erports.Imports. Reportingand
cecordkeepingrequirements.and
Transportation.

Dated:May 23. 1994.
Motile H. Scathe.

Director. FishandWildlifeService.
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